














ILLINOIS COUNCIL ON RESPONSIBLE FATHERHOOD
Phone: (312) 296-8656
www.responsiblefatherhood.com

Illinois Council on Responsible Fatherhood

STRATEGIC OVERVIEW
APPENDIX A

| Council Mission Statement

The mission of the lllinois Council on Responsible Fatherhood is to significantly
increase the number of children in lllinois that grow up with a responsible father
in their lives. We seek to accomplish this through:

e Raising public awareness of the impact of father absence on children

e Assisting state agencies and other service providers in securing the
resources they need to promote responsible fatherhood

e Reforming perceptions within state agencies and other service providers
regarding the role of fathers as parents

e Advocating for programs, policies and legislation that will encourage the
positive involvement of fathers

| Council Strategic Overview

We will raise public awareness of the impact of father absence on children by:
e Holding regional meetings and sharing statistics

e Convening a symposium and conducting sessions on the impact of absent
fathers

e Preparing a resource guide that will include statistical impact
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We will assist state agencies and other service providers in securing the

resources they need to promote responsible fatherhood by:

e Conducting assessment of state agency needs related to promoting
responsible fatherhood

e Encouraging state agencies to complete father-friendly assessments

e Developing a resource guide listing available service-providers throughout the

State

We will reform perceptions among state agencies and other service providers
regarding the role of fathers as parents by:

« Conducting regional forum meetings to gain input from citizens throughout the

state and share with stakeholders

e Convening a symposium to share lessons learned

We will advocate for programs, policies and legislation that will encourage the
positive involvement of fathers by:

e Conducting assessment or researching of current programs, policies,
legislations that hinder father engagement

e Holding a symposium to gather information and evaluate current programs
and policies

e Preparing a report to identify current status of responsible fatherhood in
lllinois and recommendations for enhancement

| Sub-Committees

Symposium Sub-Committee

Responsibilities:

e Collaborating with state agencies to plan symposium
e Help plan regional meetings

Resource Guide Sub-Committee

Responsibilities:

e Collaborate with state agencies to revise “Non-Custodial Parent Service
Directory” into resource guide

e Compile existing research/statistics on the state of fatherhood in lllinois for
Resource Guide

Assessment Sub-Committee

Responsibilities:

e Revise/Design assessment program/tool for state agencies
e Make recommendations for internal policies and programs
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Intergovernmental Affairs Sub-Committee

Responsibilities:

e Interact with state agencies to keep abreast on new policies and programs
e Make recommendations for changes in agency policies and programs

Legislative Sub-Committee

Responsibilities:

e Research legislative initiatives that could serve fathers
e Make recommendations for the General Assembly

Chairman

Responsibilities:

Organize and implement regional meetings

Organize full Council meetings, set agendas

Manage and maintain Web site

Manage sub-committees and provide administrative support
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ILLINOIS COUNCIL ON RESPONSIBLE FATHERHOOD
Phone: (312) 296-8656
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Illinois Council on Responsible Fatherhood
REGIONAL MEETINGS REPORT
APPENDIX B

| Background

In 2007, the Council on Responsible Fatherhood for the State of lllinois convened
three regional meetings — Peoria, IL on February 24™ and September 15th and
Chicago, IL on November 3.

The regional meetings sought to build a statewide network of supportive groups
and individuals, pinpoint challenges that hinder father involvement in their
children’s lives, develop ideas for programs that would support fathers and look
for means of bringing about legislative reforms. To accomplish this, the Council
reached out to lawmakers, churches, social service organizations and individuals
in these geographic areas to participate in the forum.

The stated objectives of the meeting were to:

e |dentify what are the top policy issues or concerns that prevent the positive
involvement of fathers

e Discuss ways to engage fathers through programming and public outreach

e Form regional taskforces

The regional meetings also offered an opportunity to raise public awareness of
the impact of father absence through public relations outreach in these areas.
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| Results Summary

Information was gathered through dialogue in the forum discussions.
The following is an assessment from the meetings.

e Create a more father-friendly court system: Eliminate the perceived
gender bias against fathers in the court system and encourage a process that
promotes the positive involvement of both parents

e Encourage fathers to stay involved: Reform of state programs to create
incentives that encourage fathers to remain involved

e Assistincarcerated fathers: Create programs that help incarcerated fathers
maintain contact with their children, abate child support and assist in re-entry

e Providing career opportunities for fathers: Provide education and career
training for fathers to better provide for their children
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Illinois Council on Responsible Fatherhood

FATHERHOOD SYMPOSIUM REPORT
APPENDIX C

| Overview

Mission:

To educate and empower fathers to be more responsible parents and to provide
them with resources to make positive changes in their lives.

The 2007 Fatherhood Symposium accomplished this through:

e Public dialogue with top state officials and decision-makers regarding policies
and programs relevant to fathers;

e Informative skill-building workshops; and

e Resource Fair

The focus of the 2007 event was reforming state policies and programs to
encourage fathers to be more involved in the lives of their children.

Theme:
“Paving a Pathway to Parenthood: Investing in Fathers”

Location:
Malcolm X College in Chicago, lllinois

Who Was There:

e More than 500 people attended. Many in attendance were indigent or lower-
income fathers.

e More than 25 father-friendly social services agencies that provided free
information and services for those in attendance, including: Black Star
Project; Chicago Area Project; Chicago Freemasons; Community Action of
Nebraska; Community Action of Northeast Indiana; Daddy’s Club; Family
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Focus Lawndale; Fatherhood Educational Institute; Fathers Who Care;
Fathers’ Center; Featherfist; First Impression, LLC; Goodwill; Lifelink;
Lutheran Child and Family Services of lllinois; Midwest Center on Workforce
and Family Development, Inc.; Neighborhood Technology Resource Center,
New Moms, Inc.; One Family, One Child; Order of the Eastern Star;
Raymond’s Foundation; Roll Call; Sankofa Way Spiritual Services, Inc.; and
WOVEN.

Elected official Alderman Edward Smith, State Representative Paul Froehlich
and representatives from the offices of Congressman Danny K. Davis and
Senator Kimberly Lightford were in attendance as well as top representatives
from state agencies.

Entertainer: Tony Sculfield - WGCI.

Collaborators:

The Council on Responsible Fatherhood and Cong. Danny Davis collaborated
with the following organizations for the 2007 Fatherhood Conference & Resource
Fair:

Cong. Danny K. Davis
Fatherhood Educational Institute

[ ]

e Fathers Who Care

e Midwest Center on Workforce and Family Development, Inc.
Summary:

Panel discussions with agency representatives briefly addressed the audience
and detailed their organization’s efforts to promote positive father involvement.
Then the panel took questions from the audience. The purpose of the forum was
to open dialogue between policy-makers and concerned citizens and provide an
opportunity for each organization to commit publicly to helping provide support
for fathers in lllinois.
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